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GENTLEMEN, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  Report,  considerably 
abbreviated,  for  1939. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area.  99562  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

(a)  Resident  population,  8947. 

(b)  Averagelpopulation  appropriate  to  calculation  of  death  rates, 
9364. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1939),  3502. 

Rateable  value,  <£45,312. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  £179  16. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Employment  has  been  good  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wolsingham,  where  the  majority  of  the  workers  are  employed  at  the 
Steelworks.  Higher  up  the  valley,  at  Stanhope  and  Frosterley, 
employment  at  the  limestone  quarries  has  been  fairly  good.  Tn 
Rookhope  and  upper  W eardale  however  there  has  been  much  unemploy¬ 
ment  through  the  depressed  condition  of  the  lead  mining  industry. 

Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS.— LIVE  BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  126. 


Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

...  58 

61 

Illegitimate 

4 

62 

3 

64 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

...  1 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

1 

3 

On  an  estimated  population  of  8,947,  these  figures  give  a 
live  birth  rate  of  140  per  1000  population,  which  is  slightly  below  the 
rate  of  15-0  per  1,000  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  The  total 
birth  rate  (live  and  still)  was  14  4  per  1,000  ;  the  corresponding  rate 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  being  15  59  per  1,000. 


DEATHS.  These  numbered  130. 

Male  Female 

62  68 

The  death  rate  was  13  9  per  1,000  population  The 
corresponding  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  12.1  per 
1,000. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  was  not  a  single 
death  from  puerperal  sepsis  or  other  puerperal  causes,  so  that  as  far  as 
this  district  is  concerned,  maternal  morbidity  does  not  seem  at  all 
terrible.  The  maternal  mortality  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
was  2  93  per  1,000  births. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

These  numbered  5,  all  being  legitimate,  and  give  an  infantile 
death  rate  of  39  per  1,000  births,  which  compares  very  favourably  with 
a  rate  of  50  per  1,000  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  These  numbered  5, 
equivalent  to  a  cancer  death  rate  of  ‘5  per  1,000,  which 
is  lower  than  usual. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages).  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).  0 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  ...  0 

I  see  nothing  worthy  of  comment  in  regard  to  sickness, 
invalidity  or  environmental  conditions  during  the  year.  As  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  judge,  neither  health  nor  physique  of  either  children 
or  adults  have  been  detrimentally  affected  by  unemployment. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

62 

68 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fever 

0 

1  0 

2  Measles 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

o 

0  Influenza 

0 

0 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro-epinal  fever 

0 

0 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

10  Other  tubercular  diseases 

1 

3 

11  Syphilis 

0 

0 

12  General  paralysis  of  insane,  tabes,  etc.  .. 

1 

0 

13  Cancer  ... 

3 

O 

14  Diabetes 

1 

l 

15  Cerebral  hamiorrhage,  etc. 

6 

6 

1(5  Heart  disease 

19 

24 

17  Aneurysm 

o 

1 

18  Other  ei i  dilatory  diseases 

3 

10 

19  Bronchitis 

0 

0 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

o 

“ 

1 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

0 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

0 

0 

23  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0 

0 

24  Appendicitis 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

0 

0 

2(5  Other  diseases  of  liver 

0 

o 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

0 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

3 

1 

29  Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

o 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  diseases  ...  ... 

? 

0 

31  Congenital  debilty,  premature  birth,  etc. 

1 

<2 

32  Senility 

1 

1 

33  Suicide  ... 

2 

1 

34  Other  violence 

2 

4 

35  Other1  defined  diseases 

12 

5 

36  Ill -defined  diseases... 

1 

1 

37  Diarrhoea  (over  two  years) 

0 

ii 

38  Smallpox  j 

0 

0 

39  Poliomyelitis  V  included  in  35 

0 

0 

40  Polio-encephalitis  J 

0 

0 

Total 

62 

68 
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Appended  are  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  for  the 
preceding  seven  years  : — 


Birth-rate  per 
1,000  population. 


Death-rate  per 
1,000  population. 


1932 

15*5 

14  4 

1933 

171 

12*8 

1934 

1 4*4 

12  9 

1935 

15  4 

131 

1936 

13  6 

151 

1937 

14  5 

14*1 

1938 

15*6 

14  1 

1939 

14-0 

13  9 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

MEDICAL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 

JAS.  BANNER  MAN,  mb.  (edin.) 

Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer 
Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer 
School  Medical  Officer 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer 
Obstetric  Consultants 

OTHERS. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  JAS.  R.  RIDLEY,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Lond. 
Veterinary  Surgeon  ) 

Public  Analyst  Under  Durham  County  Council. 

Health  Visitor  ) 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examinations  of  sputum,  throat  swabs  and  blood,  for  the 
diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever,  respectively,  as 
well  as  other  investigations  when  considered  necessary,  are  carried  out 
at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  for  all  practitioners,  at  the 
expense  oi  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  54  such  examinations 
were  dune  and  the  n  suits  transmitted  to  me. 


Under 

/  Durham  County 
Council. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  households  in  the  area  subscribe 
4/-  per  annum  to  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association,  whose  motor 
ambulance  is  stationed  at  St.  John’s  Chapel.  This  subscription 
entitles  the  household  to  four  free  motor  journeys  to  hospital  per  annum. 
The  workers  in  the  limestone  quarries  have,  through  their  union,  a 
separate  arrangement  for  the  services  of  a  motor  ambulance  from  Tow 
Law  for  stretcher  cases,  and  the  payment  of  car  charge  or  bus  fare 
for  less  serious  cases. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  whole  of  the  area,  except  the  sparsely  populated  region 
about  Hunstanworth,  is  now  provided  with  district  nurse-midwives, 
working  under  local  associations  These  are  all,  with  the  exception 
of  Stanhope  whose  nurse  is  not  maternity  trained,  affiliated  to  and 
subsidized  by  the  County  Nursing  Association.  The  Frosterley  nurse 
attends  to  maternity  cases  in  Stanhope,  when  requested  to  do  so. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  in  operation  at 
Wolsingham,  Stanhope  and  St.  John's  Chapel.  There  is  a  Y.D.  Clinic 
at  Durham  and  a  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  Bishop  Auckland.  These  are 
under  County  Council  control. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  area. 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  only  new  work  in  connection  with  water  supplies  has 
been  as  follows  : — 

FROSTERLEY.  The  two  inch  water  main  has  been  extended  to  new 
houses  at  Western  Hill,  and  to  11  new  council  houses 
erected  at  Stockley  Grove  by  the  North  Eastern  Housing 
Association. 

WESTGATE.  A  one  inch  water  main  has  been  laid  to  High  Town. 
One  private  supply  was  subjected  to  analysis  and  found  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

At  Stanhope  a  six  inch  sewer  in  East  Lane  has  been 
reconstructed  and  all  the  branch  drains  connected. 

At  Frosterley  a  new  six  inch  sewer  was  laid  to  Western 
Hill,  and  a  branch  six  inch  sewer  was  laid  to  the  new  council  houses  at 
Stock  ley  Grove. 

At  Crawleyside  a  branch  six  inch  sewer  was  constructed  to 
the  houses  at  Field  Head.  This  should  effect  a  great  improvement  to 
the  amenity  of  the  hamlet,  as  previously  the  sewage  from  these  dwellings 
just  ran  on  to  the  meadow  field  below  the  houses. 

SCAVENGING. 

All  the  villages  in  the  area  have  now  got  a  system'of  public 

scavenging. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Some  42  privies  and  ash-closets  were  converted  to  W.Cs. 
during  the  year.  The  closet  conveniences  in  the  area  now  number 
1,109  W.Cs.,  217  ash-closets  and  338  privies. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

In  June,  I  investigated  a  complaint  that  reached  me  through 
the  County  M.O.H.  in  regard  to  an  alleged  nuisance  near  to  Derwent 
Bridge,  Edmondbyers,  where  some  disused  buses  were  being  used  as 
summer  camping  quarters.  T  found  that  adequate  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  had  been  provided  and  I  was  satisfied  that  no  actual  nuisance 
did  exist. 

SCHOOLS. 

Tn  consequence  of  a  complaint  received,  I  visited  the  St. 
John’s  Chapel  Council  School  on  28th  February  and  found  that  serious 
defects  existed  in  regard  to  the  heating  of  the  classrooms.  I  wrote 
accordingly  to  the  Education  Authority,  who  arranged  to  have  the 
matter  attended  to. 

HOUSE  DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  of  25  houses  was  done  after  infectious  disease. 
In  two  cases  bedding  was  destroyed  and  the  owner  compensated. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  regard  to  shops,  factories,  smoke 
abatement  or  bed  bug  eradication. 
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SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

In  consequence  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country  it 
was  not  possible  to  do  all  that  we  could  have  wished  in  the  way  of 
improving  housing  conditions.  I  would  like  however  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  really  wonderful  improvements  we  have  effected  by 
the  re-conditioning  of  the  Mason  property  at  Crawleyside  and  the 
Etherington  property  in  Back  Lane,  Wolsingham.  These  are  both 
substantial  stone  built  properties,  which  by  neglect  over  many  years 
had  been  allowed  to  degenerate  into  shocking  slums.  Now  that  the 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements  ordered  by  you  have  been 
carried  out  these  houses  are  perfectly  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  34  new  houses  were  erected  and  occupied. 
Of  these  14  were  built  by  private  enterprise,  and  20  by  the  North 
Eastern  Housing  Association  (11  at  Frosterley  and  9  at  Wolsingham.) 

INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES 

Some  308  house  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year,  and  37  houses  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation. 

Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice  was 
effected  in  98  houses. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS  1926—38. 

Four  new  applications  for  grants  towards  the  improvement 
of  dwellings  under  the  above  were  received  aud  granted.  Nine  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied  by  agricultural  workers  or  other  persons 
in  a  similar  economic  position. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  MILK. 

In  February  I  inspected  the  premises  of  a  farm  near 
Edmondbyers,  the  tenant  of  wdiich  desired  to  commence  the  selling  of 
new  milk  in  bulk.  I  found  the  premises  to  be  utterly  unsuitable  for 
this  new  departure  and  informed  the  tenant  accordingly.  Acting  on 
my  instructions,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  got  in  touch  with  t  he  owner  of 
the  property,  with  a  view  to  getting  the  necessary  improvements 
carried  out. 
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In  December  I  investigated  a  complaint  from  Newcastle  of 
dirty  milk  having  been  sent  to  that  city  from  a  farm  in  the  Derwent 
district.  I  visited  the  place  and  found  that  there  had  been  considerable 
negligence  both  in  regard  to  the  toilet  of  the  cows  and  the  cleaning  of 
the  byre.  The  byre  at  this  farm  is  out  of  date  and  altogether 
unsatisfactory,  and  I  arranged  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  visit  it. 
The  landlord  of  this  farm  has,  during  recent  years,  effected  great 
improvements  in  the  byres  on  his  estate,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  when  the  war  is  over  and  building  costs  come  down,  he  will 
have  this  byre  satisfactorily  remodelled. 

During  the  year  143  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  byres 
and  dairies.  Improvements  have  been  effected  in  68  byres  by  the 
provision  of  improved  lighting  and  ventilation,  new  concrete  floors,  and 
necessary  repairs  to  roofs,  windows  and  doors.  This  work  was  done 
under  the  Milk  and  Dail  ies  Order,  1926. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and 
1938,  samples  of  milk  from  two  farms  were  submitted  for  examination, 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Each  applicant  was  granted  a  licence 
to  produce  Accredited  Milk  bv  the  Countv  Council. 

♦ 

The  Stanhope  tk  Weardale  Co-operative  Society  have 

installed  a  plant  for  bottling  of  milk  supplied  to  them  in  bulk,  and  this 

has  been  dulv  licensed  by  the  Countv  Council. 

•/*/«/ 

(b)  MEAT. 

M  inor  defects  in  one  private  slaughter  house  were  rectified. 

(c)  BAKEHOUSES. 

I  paid  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the  only  bakehouse  of  any 
size  in  the  area,  that  of  the  local  Co-operative  Society  at  Frosterley, 
and  found  nothing  to  make  any  complaint  about. 
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SECTION  F. 


Prevalance  of,  and  control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

GENERAL  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 


There  were  69  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received 
during  the  year. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

21 

18 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

9 

5 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

6 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

G 

«> 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .. 

9 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

21 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

2 

0 

0 

Enteric  fever 

1 

1 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ... 

1 

I 

0 

Total 

69 

25 

9 

O 

The  21  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  scattered  throughout  the 
area,  and  there  was  no  actual  local  epidemic.  One  mild  case  of  this 
disease  was  treated  at  home,  as  the  dwelling  was  faily  remote  and 
without  any  other  children  Two  other  cases  of  scarlet  fever  had  to 
be  excluded  from  hospital  owing  to  structural  alterations  being  in 
progress  in  the  wards. 

Four  mild  cases  of  diphtheria  were  not  removed  to  hospital, 
because  the  two  houses  were  far  removed  from  other  dwellings,  and  the 
patients  were  out  of  danger  before  the  bacteriological  report  was 
eceived. 

The  case  of  enteric  fever,  was  one  of  the  nursing  stall  of 
Holywood  Sanatorium. 

The  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  occured  in  upper 
Weardale.  The  patient  was  removed  to  W  alker  Gate  Hospital, 
Newcastle,  and  made  a  good  recovery. 
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On  November  1st,  measles  and  whooping  cough  became 
notifiable  diseases.  Whooping  cough  was  somewhat  prevalent  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 

No  further  immunization  work  in  regard  to  diphtheria  was 
done.  No  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for 
prophylaxis  or  attenuation.  There  are  no  local  facilities  for  the  typing 
of  pneumococci. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 936. 

I  received  16  notifications  —  9  respiratory  and  6  non- 
respiratory.  There  were  8  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  —  6  respiratory 
and  2  non-respiratory. 


Age  Periods. 


New  Cases. 


Respiratory 


M 


0 
1 
5 
15 
25 
35 
45 
55 

65  and  upward 


Non- 

Respiratory 


M 


Totals 


2 

3 


2 


1 

3 


2 

1 

1 


Deaths. 


Respiratory 


M 


Non- 

Respiratory 


M 


1 

9 


P 


3 


0 


t  the  close  of  the  year 

the  Tuberculosis  Register 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Male 

...  55 

49 

Female 

...  64 

41 

Total 

118 

90 

follows 


rlhe  deaths  were  all  previously  notified  cases. 
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A.  R.  P.  WORK. 

I  have  had  to  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  to  this  work 
during  the  year,  but  no  details  in  regard  to  it  are  required  in  this 
Report. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


VirbCbrv . 


